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et al.: Annual Report

FORTY-SEVENTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
1. Invitation and Agenda

SWISS-AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Washington D.C.
You are cordially invited to attend the
FORTY-SEVENTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
at the
Embassy of Switzerland
2900 Cathedral Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20008

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2010
>ROGRAM
):15 a.m.

Arrival and informal gathering; Coffee, Rolls

l0:00 a.m.

Business Meeting

-.J"oon

Luncheon, Swiss Embassy Conference Room
Courtesy Embassy of Switzerland

l:30 p.m.

Dr. Christophe Chalamet, Professor of Theology
FordhamUniversity, New York
"A Swiss Voice. Karl Barth during the Second World War."

2:30 p.m.

Break, Coffee

2:45 p.m.

Ms. Beth Zurbuchen, President/CEO The Swiss
Center of North America, New Glarus, Wisconsin
"The Swiss Center of North America, Present Work
Program and Future Outlook".

4:00-4:30

Departure

33
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FORTY-SEVENTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
October 9, 2010, Washington, DC
AGENDA

1. Welcome and Call to Order
2. Approval of the Minutes of the 46 th Annual Meeting of Oct.IO , 2009
3. President's Report: Heinz B. Bachmann
4. Elections: All Officers except for the Vice-President residing in
Switzerland: Rosa Schupbach
Advisory Board, Class of 2010 - 2013
5. Membership Report: Ernest Thurston
6. Treasurer 's Report: Heinz B. Bachmann for Gion Matthias Schelbert
7. Publications: Profs. H. Dwight Page, Leo Schelbert
8. Report on SAHS-Switzerland: Fred Jenny
9. Proposed Budget for 2011: Heinz B. Bachmann
10. New Business
11. Next Annual Meeting
12. Adjournment
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2. Minutes of the 47 th Annual Meeting, 9 October 2010
1. Welcome and Call to order at 10.00 by SAHS President Heinz
Bachmann

- Expression of thanks to the Embassy for their invitation,
including lunch.

2. Approval of Minutes of the 46 th Annual Meeting, 10 Oct. 2009 in
New York

- Minutes approved

3. President's Report

- Announcement of and moment of silence for the death of
two members.
-The book Westward by Susanne Bosshard-Kalin was distributed
recently to all members.
- SAHS 's relationship with Picton Press has ended. In the future
Masthof Press will publish not only the Review but also the
Society's books.

- The first two issues of the Review were edited by Dwight Page.
The third by Leo Schelbert focused entirely on the New Bern
Tercentennial with 1500 copies printed that rapidly sold out.
- New Bern: a brief history of the Society's involvement in the
300 year celebrations was provided. SAHS will organize a
meeting in New Bern on 11 December as part of the ongoing
Tercentennial celebrations. It is not a Annual Meeting but a
special event aiming among others at recruiting more in the
SE US. Suggestions for a name for this event were requested.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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- The Society donated a one year free membership to the Swiss
Society of New York to be used as a price in a silent auction. It
also placed an ad in the 150th Anniversary Journal of the Swiss
Benevolent Society of Philadelphia.
- It was proposed and accepted that the 2010 Paroz Price be
awarded to Ms. Krista Landert of Switzerland for her efforts
to publish much of the manuscript by Heinrich Lienhard,
an 1870s emigrant to California.
- The SAHS website clearly needs improvement. Rosa Schupbach
has agreed to work with Randall Gafner and Albert Winkler to
develop it further.
- Donald Tritt brought his collection of commemorative sterling
silver spoons, one of each Canton.
- David Sutton has published a new edition of Helvetia.
- SAHS officers held their fourth "pre-meeting" the evening
before the official meeting. It was agreed such get-togethers
are very useful and should be continued.

- On July 10, Fred Jenny had organized a meeting of SAHS
members in Switzerland attended by Heinz and Ilse Bachmam
and 12 other members.

4. Elections

- The proposed slate of officers was elected:
President - Fred Gillespie
Vice President US - Rosa Schupbach
Treasurer - Heinz Bachmann
Recording Secretary - Monika Bachmann
Membership Secretary - Ernest Thurston

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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- Fred Jenny's term as VP Switzerland coming to an end next
year, the question of his succession was raised. It was discussed
under New Business.
- The proposed slate for the Board of Advisors, Class of 20102013 was re-elected:
Margrit Ammann Durrer
Marianne Burkhard
Donald Hilty
Urspeter Schelbert
Donald G. Tritt

5. Membership Report
- Ernie Thurston commended Fred Jenny's work in Switzerland.
He reported that membership was stable. There were no new
life members this year.
-The period 1995-2010 showed a dramatic change. The sharp
decline in membership during the first 10 years ended in 2005
and since then membership has stabilized due largely to Ernie's
and Fred's efforts. But the urgent need to attract more new
members remains. Suggestions include preparation of a new,
improved brochure or flyer, the promotion of SAHS in social
clubs, a greater presence at academic conferences like the
American Historical Society, but most important of all improving
the website as a means of communication and networking.

6. Treasurer's Report
- Heinz Bachmann, reporting for GionMatthias Schelbert
presented an unusually large, but manageable, deficit as a result
of the exceptionally costly but equally attractive New Bern issue
of the SAHS Review and Westward book. The accounts were
approved unanimously.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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- How else to market SAHS books? Suggestions included
Amazon, Facebook, and finding partnerships.

7. Publications
- Leo Schelbert reported that there were currently no books "in
the pipeline," awaiting Professor Wilson's manuscript on
Arnold Guyot.
- In the interim it is proposed (and was accepted) that the Society
purchase and distribute the book Swiss in Great Milwaukee by
Maralyn A. Wellauer.
- In the context of the Dec. 11 New Bern meeting, a special
booklet will be published, an expansion of the special New Ben
issue of the Review of Nov. 2009.
- Dwight Page gave previews of the content of upcoming
Reviews.

8. Report on SAHS-Switzerland
- VP for Switzerland Fred Jenny welcomed the Abshires from
Florida.
- He reported membership in Switzerland was stable, comprising
about 20% of total SAHS membership. 14 members attended
the July 12 meeting near Neuchatel.
- Financially, SAHS-CH had been running a small deficit.
- Fred Jenny summarized SAHS 's involvement in the New Bern
activities in Bern.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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9. Proposed Budget for 2011
- Presented by Heinz Bachmann
- Approved with the following clarifications: that sufficient funds
be available under items 403 and 405 to pay for the website
hosting fee ($100) and further development and for the
preparation of an improved brochure/flyer.

10. New Business
- To foster more help for the SAHS it was proposed to found
"Friends of the SAHS ."s Members would not receive the SAHS
publications but would receive notices of upcoming events.
- There was general sentiment about ending the 6 year term limit
for Vice Presidents. A motion was approved to do this at the
next Annual Meeting.
- There was general support and consensus to improve the SAHS
website. Suggestions for a mission statement can be sent to
Albert Winkler (albert_winkler@byu.edu).
- The chairperson introduced Mr. Christoph Ebel, Head Science,
Technology, and Higher Education at the Embassy who presented
a welcome from his Excellency the Ambassador who was
prevented by official business to address the meeting.
- Ms. Mary J. Huber Leedy briefly presented 19 th century
correspondence between Schaffhausen and Tombstone, AZ.

11. Next Annual Meeting / Adjournment
- The next Annual Meeting will take place in Philadelphia on
8 October 2011.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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- The new President, Fred Gillespie, thanked the outgoing
president, Heinz Bachmann, for his services and presented him
with a print.
- The meeting adjourned at 12 noon .

Submitted by Monika Bachmann, Recording Secretary

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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3. Approval of the Minutes of the 46 th Annual Meeting
The first item of today's meeting is the approval of the minutes of the
Society's 46 th Annual Meeting of Oct. 10, 2009, as published in the
February 2010 issue of the SAHS Review.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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4. President's Report
Welcome to the 47 th Annual Meeting of the Swiss-American Historical
Society.
It is always a special pleasure to be invited to the Swiss Embassy every
three years. A much appreciated privilege dating back to the early 1960s
when the Embassy was actively involved in resuscitating our Society
after a long period of near death. As some of the old-timers might remember, the Society was actually based at the Embassy for a number
of years.
One of the highlights of meeting at the Embassy has always been the invitation for lunch with the Ambassador at his residence. Unfortunately,
this won't happen this year. In the context of another Annual Meeting
taking place in Washington at the same time-that of the World Bank
and the IMF- an important Swiss government delegation is presently
in town, including the Minister of Finance, Hans-Rudolf Merz accompanied by a number of high level officials of the ministries of finance,
economic affairs, and foreign affairs. Understandably, they keep the
Ambassador and his staff quite busy.
We are still very grateful, however, that we can use this attractive and
convenient meeting room and that we are still invited by the Embassy
for lunch right here on these premises.
Before we break up for lunch, Mr. Christoph Ebel, Head Science, Technology, and Higher Education will join us for a short address.
As has become customary, let me start my report on the events of the
past year on a somber note, mentioning briefly the known deaths in the
Society's membership. We know about two recent and surprising deaths
in Switzerland: one was Gertrud Oggenfuss an almost neighbor of Fred
Jenny who was still cheerful and lively this past July at the get-together
Fred had organized for the Swiss chapter near Neuchatel. The other was
Trudy Ritschard-Meyer, an old school friend of Rosa Schupbach who
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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was a member for over 25 years; she had participated in all of these gettogethers since Fred had started them four years ago.
Let's observe the customary moment of silence in their honor.
Moving to a more uplifting subject, I would like to express our thanks
to Dr. Konrad Basler for his very generous grant of SFr. 5'000 to our
Society in the context of the planned second printing of his book The
Dorlikon Emigrants.

Book publishing: Concerning book publishing, you have all seen the
results of last year's activities just a few weeks ago when you received
a copy of the book Westward by Susanne Bosshard-Kalin. It is an exceptionally attractive and touching publication in which several of our
Society members play a prominent role. The Society has supported the
book project since its beginning in 2007 when it granted $1,000 of seed
money to the author. After the German version was published last year
with great success, the author also received the 2009 Paroz Prize. Unfortunately, publishing the English version of the book led to increasing
disagreements with Picton Press about standards and quality. Clearly,
such standards are substantially higher in Switzerland than in the US.
As a result, Picton ended its collaboration with our Society also concerning the publishing of books after it had decided already last year to
no longer publish the SAHS Review. In the end, on an exceptional basis,
this book was produced entirely in Switzerland with the Society acting
as its own publisher, in association with the Musee des Suisses dans
le Monde in Geneva. It was distributed to our members in America by
Leo Schelbert and to the ones in Switzerland by the author. Much of the
additional costs resulting from higher quality standards were covered
by a generous grant of$ 5,000 from the Swiss Society of New York to
the author. Three very successful book launches were organized in New
York, Chicago, and California.
Plans are that in the future, Masthof Press will also publish the Society's books as its does already the Society's Review. Masthof is a small
family-owned Mennonite company with Swiss connections, located in
southeastern Pennsylvania. So far, the experience has been very good,
and costs are quite competitive.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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Concerning the SAHS Review, as it has become a tradition, Professor
Page prepared two issues in his usual competent way. One with a decidedly martial focus dealt with two wars nearly 400 years apart but
equally bloody, the Battle of Murten-Swiss-against Burgundy-and
the Battle of Shiloh during the Civil War. The other, much more civilized, dealt with the Swiss Center of North America-about which we
shall hear more this afternoon - and with the long term influence of the
founding of New Bern on the development of North Carolina, economically, culturally, and architecturally. The third, exceptionally attractive
issue was prepared by Leo Schelbert as a special edition for the New
Bern Tercentenary. In addition to the 300 copies for the Society's own
purposes, 1200 more were printed for use by the "Society 300 Years
New Bern" in the two celebrations in Bern, Switzerland, and New Bern
N .C. This was the largest number of copies printed of a SAHS publication since the Society's re-activation.
Talking about New Bern, for your information, let me give you a quick
run-down of SAHS 's involvement, past and future:
1. Fred Jenny who knew several members of the von Graffenried family
living in Switzerland from this time as Consul General in Atlanta, earlyon became an active member of the committee established by the family
to prepare the festivities in Bern, on a personal basis;
2. At the 2008 Annual Meeting, our Society decided to support the celebrations with a $1,000 grant. It also agreed in principal to organize a
meeting in New Bern in 2010. Furthermore, Leo spent much time preparing the special issue of the Review that I have just mentioned;
3. At its 2009 Annual Meeting, our Society decided to definitely organize
its own special event in New Bern, independent of its Annual Meeting;
4. In December 2009, Leo was one of the key speakers at the official
opening of the Tercentennial Celebrations in Bern by the Swiss Branch
of the von Graffenried family;
5. In March 2010, the American branch of the family asked the Society
to participate in a get-together of the two family branches they were
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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organizing in New Bern. In particular, they asked for a presentation by
Leo Schelbert so as to provide some serious historical content to this
gathering. After some hesitation the Society agreed; a small group went
to New Bern, including Philip Gelzer and Dwight Page; Leo made an
excellent presentation and I said a few words; Kenny Schelbert who had
chauffeured his father to New Bern kept busy recruiting new members,
sitting-in for Ernie who was blocked by a major storm that had closed
his road;
6. Finally, looking forward, the Society is organizing its own special
event in New Bern on Saturday, Dec. 11 with the specific purpose of
interesting and attracting new members and of making the SAHS better known in southeastern United States. Prof. Page has done a lot of
work already to prepare this meeting. Among others he spent much time
crisscrossing the southeastern states to contact the different Swiss clubs
active in the area and the response has been encouraging. Two major
presentations are scheduled, one by Leo Schelbert, the other by Ms.
Betty Wood Thomas, Director of the American de Graffenried Association. A visit is planned to the Tercentennial Exhibition that had been
moved from Bern to New Bern this summer. That same evening there
will be fireworks and illuminations in town that usually attract a lot of
people. As the special Nov. 2009 issue of the SAHS Review has long
been sold-out, the Society is preparing a special booklet on New Bern
that will be on sale at the event. We strongly hope for a large participation by our members. Detailed invitations will be sent out in a couple
of weeks.
Next year's publication program will be presented under point seven
of the agenda.
The usual number of requests for help, mostly of genealogical and related matters were received. Our response continued to be:
(i) buy Lewis Rohrbach's Guide to Swiss Genealogical Research;
(ii) contact an expert such as Marylyn Wellauer;
(iii) consult the Swiss Roots website which is now managed by
the Swiss Center of North America.
Very recently I added the Westward book to this list, perfect for a high
school student in Switzerland who asked for information on Swiss emiPublished by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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gration to the U.S. between 1950 and 2000. An easy question was asked
by a librarian in Virginia who wanted to know whether Switzerland ever
had any colonies like France or the U .K. When people ask for older
issues of the Review, I tum to some of the Society's old timers and
known collectors like Leo Schelbert or Donald Tritt. I am still amazed
how these many different types of people always manage to find my
e-mail address but obviously they do.
Concerning financial help provided by the Society, the most important
by far was the 2009 Paraz Prize granted to Ms. Bosshard-Kalin I have
mentioned before. Furthermore, in support of the Swiss Society Fellowship Prize issued by the Swiss Society of New York, the SAHS has
donated a one-year complimentary membership to the silent auction at
their 2010 Swiss Ball. Finally, while not completely altruistic, the Society has supported the Swiss Benevolent Society of Philadelphia by
placing a $150 ad in their 150th Anniversary Journal.
For next year, it is proposed that a Paroz Prize of $1,000 be awarded
to Ms. Krista Landert of Switzerland in recognition of her great efforts
over 20 years to prepare and edit a large part of a manuscript by Heinrich Lienhard from Gilten GL, describing his experiences as a farmer
and associate of General J. A. Sutter in California in the 1870s. Leo
Schelbert has accompanied preparation of this monumental work as a
critical reader and advisor throughout the long gestation period. The
over 700-page long book is scheduled to be published in Zurich in midNovember. The original manuscript is located in Berkley.
A last point of which I am not particularly proud concerns the website.
As you might remember, at last year's Annual Meeting, it was decided
to establish a committee consisting of Randall Gafner, Albert Winkler,
and Ernie Thurston to develop an new website and to report to the board
within three months. That was based on the hope that Albert would be
able to get some funding from his University. Unfortunately, he did
not succeed. Only in July was he able to get a bit of help from his tech
people; they produced a very attractive but very limited rough draft that
clearly needs substantially more work. Whether it could be incorporated
in any way in our existing website is way beyond my knowledge and
experience on the subject. I am open to any suggestions on how to proceed further.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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Finally, just for your information:
1. As you have probably seen and admired already, Donald Tritt brought
along his collection of sterling silver souvenir spoons from circa1900,
one for each Canton. The collection won the "Best in Show" award a the
2008 National Spoon Collectors Convention;
2. Long-time Society member David Sutton recently published a second
enlarged and improved version of his book Helvetia. Rose Schupbach
has a copy with her and would be glad to show it around;
3. Last night the Society's officers held another pre-Annual Meeting
get-together, the fourth in a row. This has become a routine whichwe hope-will continue. Being spread throughout the entire U.S. and
Switzerland, the evening before the Annual meeting is the only time
during the year when the Society's officers can discuss together common issues and concerns;
4. Finally, Ilse and I attended once again the annual Swiss Chapter Social Meeting as Fred Jenny calls it and enjoyed it tremendously. We can
strongly recommend it to everybody who happens to be in Switzerland
in July. Fred surely will talk a bit more about it.

In conclusion, let me thank my co-officers for their dedication and hard
work. Looking back over the six years of my presidency, I recognize
more than ever before how much running this Society is a collective
effort of all the officers, together with the two editors, and how much
hard work is done by this small group, all of course, on a voluntary
basis. This is an enormous strength for our Society and I can only hope
it will continue this way. Thank you.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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5. Elections, Nominating Committee Report
by Rosa Schupbach, Chairperson Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee is made up of the following members:
Heinz Bachmann
Leo Schelbert
And myself as Chairperson
We have to elect all Society officers but the Vice President Switzerland
as well as a new Class of 2010-2013 members of the Board of Advisors,
to replace the Class of 2008-2010.
Concerning the Society Officers three positions have become vacant:
- President, as Heinz Bachmann, who has served for six years
cannot be reelected
- Vice-President US, as Jiirg Siegenthaler, who also served for six
years cannot be reelected
- Treasurer, as Gion Matthias Schelbert has resigned.
The following slate of candidates for Society Officers is proposed:
President - Fred Gillespie
Vice-President US - Rosa Schupbach
Treasurer - Heinz Bachmann
Recording Secretary - Monika Bachmann
Membership Secretary - Ernie Thurston
Concerning the Board of Advisors, all current members agreed to serve
again for 2010-2013 and are proposed for reelection, namely:
Margot Amman Durrer
Marianne Burkhard
Donald Hilty
Donald Tritt
Urspeter Schelbert
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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Pro memoriam:
Class 2008-2011
Karl Niederer
Franz Partmann
Elsbeth Reimann
Leo Schelbert
Donald G. Tritt
Class of 2009-2012
Franz von Arx
Susan Keller
H. Dwight Page
Kenneth Schelbert
David Sutton
Before moving on to "Membership," let me quickly raise another issue
related to elections. By this time next year, Fred Jenny's term as Vice
President Switzerland will end after six years of service. According to
the Society 's by-laws, he cannot be re-elected. This issue will be discussed under agenda item "New Business".

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011
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6. Membership
To: Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
Date: 09/30/2010
From: Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary
Subject: Annual Membership Report
IN BRIEF: We have 244 current members, a 2% decrease from the 248
reported last year at this time.

CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type

Regular ($50/yr.)
Student ($25/yr.)
Institution ($7 5/yr.)
Life Members
Complimentary

U.S./Canada

Switzerland

Total

29
0
6
5
8
48

141
1
22
46
34
244

112
1
16
41
26
196

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2009 TO 09/30/2010
Members as of 10/01/2009
Plus: New Members Enrolled
Plus: Former Members
(not "Current" last year) who have rejoined
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues

248
19

Current Members, 09/30/2010

244

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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BREAKDOWN OF CURRENT MEMBERSHIP
BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
AK ................... 1
CA .................. 14
CO ................... CT ................... 2
DC ................... 6
DE ................... 3
FL ..................... 3
GA ................... 1
HI .................... 1
IA .................... 2
IL .................... 17
IN .................... 2
KS .................. 1
KY .................. 1
LA .................. 5
MA . .. ............ ... 3
MD .................. 8

ME .................... 1
TN ................. 6
MI .................... 1
TX ................... 3
UT ................. 2
MN ................... 5
MO ................... 1
VA ................ 8
MS ..................... 1
VT .................. 2
WA ................. 2
MT .................... I
NC ....................... 6
WI .................... 16
WV.................... 1
NH ......................... 2
NJ ..................... 5
NV .................... 2
NY ................... 27
B.C., Canada ..... 1
ONT, Canada .... 2
OH .................... 9
QB, Canada ........ !
OR .................. .. 1
PA ................... 12
RI ...................... 1
SC ..................... 4 SWITZERLAND. 48
SD ..................... 2

Thank you very much Ernie.

SAHS Membership

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003
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Being a statistician by heart, I could not resist to quickly put together
this chart covering the last 16 years starting in 199 5. As you can see,
there has been a marked change two-thirds through this period. Between
Sept. 1995 and Sept. 2005, the society's membership declined by one
third (from 364 to 244) or 3.3% per year. If that trend had continued,
today the Society would have shrunk to about 180-190 members. Fortunately, however, this fall did not continue. Starting in 2006, over the last
five years membership has remained stable at about 250.
This is, of course, good news. However, there are some valid reasons
for not opening the champagne bottle quite yet. This dramatic improvement resulted almost entirely from a sharp drop in the number of Society members who do not renew their membership every year. Between
the two periods, this number declined by over half from an average of
nearly 39 to 17 .6 or from 11.2 % of total membership to 8 .3% . How did
this very fortunate change happen? Almost entirely through the determined work of our Membership Secretary who had decided one day no
longer to take no for an answer, not only to send out a second notice to
the non-payers but to follow up with personal contacts, phone calls, etc.,
with amazing results. The problem is, one cannot expect these figures
to drop much further.
This leads me to the other, rather troubling side of the story, and this
concerns the recruitment of new members. New recruitment was exceptionally high in the late 1990s, dropped sharply during the early
2000s, and increased only marginally since then, averaging 17.4 over
the last five years or just about the same as non-renewals. This is particularly disappointing considering that during the last five years a
number of special events occurred that stimulated new recruitments:
first, during his work on the Lesquereux book Donald Tritt had established a close relationship with many family members leading a
number of them to join the Society; then came the Otto Wyss book
with the famous book launch at Paso Robles attended by over 200
family members, about a dozen of them becoming Society members;
finally the Society's intensive involvement in the New Bern Tercentennial and the longstanding relationship between Fred Jenny and the
von Graffenried family in Switzerland resulted in a number of them
to join. Why did new recruitment figures not reflect these favorable
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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circumstances? What will happen if for a while there won't be such a
plethora of special events?
Clearly, we are not out of the woods yet membership wise, and attracting
more new members will continue to require our full attention. Whether
the Westwards book will help remains to be seen. The Dec. 11 event in
New Bern is partially designed with this purpose in mind and so is the
work proposed to improve the Society website.
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7. Treasurer's Report
1. Consolidated Accounts ($)
by Heinz Bachmann , President

us
Income
Annual Dues
Donations
Interest
Capital Appreciation
Total Income
Expense
Meetings
Donations

Administr./Postage
Publications
Other
Total Expenditure
Net Result
Balances
Opening Balance,
- Oct. 1 , 2009
Closing Balance,
- Sept. 30, 2010
Net Results

in US
(1)

CH

through CH

(2)
(3)
1,900 4)
9,725
4,750
71

4..2Q.5.

14,701

1,226
500 6)
3,392
9,181

-6,650

950

TQtal

Total

5)

(4)
11,625
4,750
71

(5)

14

12,276
4,750
85

-4..20.5.

---

~

21,351

665

22,016

1,226
1,450

53

10,930

3,392
20,111

__5_QQ2) - -

___5QQ

651

I)

734
- -

1,279
1,450
4,126
20,111
__5_QQ

14,799

11,880

26,679

787

27,466

- 98

- 5,230

- 5,328

-122

- 5,450

68,001

16,166 3) 84,167

&20.3.

.l.Q..8li 3) 1'D.J]_

~

- 5,352 3) .:.-5.A5.Q

I) net
2) honoraria
3) colums 2 + 4 combined
4) collected by SAHS/CH from members in Switzerland but passed on to SAHS/US
5) Paroz price
6) price of 200 copies of the Nov. 2009 SAHS Review donated to the "Society 300
Years New Bern"
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2. Balance Sheet
United States ($)
by GionMaathias Schelbert, Treasurer
CLOSING BALANCE (as of Oct.I, 2010)
Checking/Savings
101
First Bank & Trust of Evanston
101 .1 Checking
$ 10,818.05
101 .3 CD 02
10,875.93
102 Vanguard STAR Fund
Total Checking/Savings
105

Pre-Paid Expenses

$21,693.98
46,041.25
$67,735.23
167 .80

Total Assets

$67,903.03

OPENING BALANCE (as of Sept. 30,1 2009)

$68,000.76

Net Change during FY 2009/2010

97,73

Switzerland (SFr.)
by Fred Jenny, Vice President, Switzerland

PostFinance, Yereinskonto
Closing Balance (as of Sept. 30, 2010)

11,383.40

Opening Balance (as of Oct. I, 2009)

17,017 .20

Net Change during FY 2009/2010
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First, as you have probably noticed, this Consolidated Account Table is
more complicated than it used to be, and this for the following reason:
very different from earlier years this year a substantial amount of the
Society's expenditures occurred in Switzerland and were paid through
our Swiss PostFinance account even though they had nothing to do with
the activities of the Swiss Chapter. In particular, as we had mentioned,
the book Westward was produced and paid for entirely in Switzerland;
the first time this ever happened. Hence, to provide a clear picture of
what had been going on last year it was necessary to break-down the
PostFinance account into two parts: one reflecting the activities of the
Swiss Chapter per se , and the other-much larger part-reflecting U.S.
Chapter activities carried-out in Switzerland.
As you can see, the year ended with an unusually large deficit of nearly
five and one half thousand dollars. It was financed by running down
the Society's reserves by close to 6½%; high but manageable. It was
the result of a combination of two factors: New Bern and the Westward
book. The special Nov. 2009 issue of the SAHS Review on New Bern
was spectacular, lengthy, and expensive. The two following issues were
also unusually large, over 100 pages each, focussing in part again on
New Bern. The story of the Westward book has already been told. Was it
worth its cost? Personally I think so, but that is, of course, everybody's
own judgement. Can and should we continue like this? Personally, I
don't think so, and the budget for this year that I shall present in a minute reflects that position.
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8. Publications
by Leo Schelbert, Book Editor

It is proposed that the Society purchase 300 copies of the book by

Maralyn A. Wellauer, Swiss in Greater Milwaukee, for distribution to
the membership during this fiscal year.
The book manuscript by Professor Philip K. Wilson of Penn State University on Arnold Guyot, the 19 th century natural scientist, has not yet
been completed and is planned for submission in the fall of 2011 and
publication in 2012.
For the New Bern Meeting on December 11, 2010 , copies of the November 2009 Review are being reprinted in the form of a special booklet
on sale at the meeting. It concentrates more on New Bern than on the
person of von Graffenried and is titled New Bern 1710-2010, A Tricentennial Retrospective.
Concerning the SAHS Review one issue will present a reprint of Dr.
Konrad Basler 's book The Dorlikon Emigrants published by our Society in 1996 and long out of print.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011

25

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 47 [2011], No. 1, Art. 6
February 2011 SAHS Review
58

9. Report on SAHS Switzerland
by Fred Jenny, Vice President (Switzerland)

Dear members of the Swiss American Historical Society:
I am pleased to be with you once more on the occasion of this Annual
Meeting.
I can again report the Swiss Chapter is doing relatively well. At the
end of the SAHS year 2009-2010, we had 47 members; two less than
last year. Two senior members unfortunately passed away. The Swiss
Chapter therefore continues to represent approximately 20 percent of
total SAHS membership. All dues were paid, most of them on time, a
few later in the year.
Once again, I could convince one American person living in the USA
(California) to join SAHS USA.
On July 10, I organized an Annual Social event of the Swiss Chapter;
this time in Hauterive near Neuchatel where we started with a guided
tour in English through the Archaeological Museum "Atenium". In addition to the Swiss Chapter members, all SAHS members in the United
States were also invited. The attendance amounted to 14 persons, three
of them from the United States including President Heinz Bachmann
and his wife Ilse. Drinks and a long joyous luncheon on the terrace
at a nearby restaurant right at the Lake of Neuchatel followed. These
events- by now a tradition -will continue to be on my program, but
hopefully with a larger participation, both from Europe and the United
States. I am very grateful to Dr. Marianne Derron Corbellari, a SAHS
member living in Neuchatel, who kindly assisted me in preparing this
event.- I have not yet decided where our next meeting in the SAHS
year 2010-2011 will take place
My Annual Financial Report for 2009-2010 shows the following main
results:
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol47/iss1/6
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• Dues amounted to CHF 2'585.00
This represents five life memberships , seven institutional
memberships, 28 individual members and seven complimentary
members. Note that, therefore, only 35 out of 47 members are
paying dues.
• Administrative expenses amounted to CHF 491.00 net.
• The annual accounts ended with a deficit of CHF 140.20
For 2010-2011, I pledge again a budget support of USD 2 ,000.00 to
SAHS USA.
In various ways, I continue trying to keep the Swiss Chapter finances
healthy.
I have reason to believe that at least a few new members will join the
Swiss Chapter during the new year. This is, however, a difficult matter
also in Switzerland.
My membership on the board of the Association "300 Years New Bern"
turned out to be a rather thorny task! As you know, the City of New
Bern - then in Carolina and now in North Carolina - was founded by
Chrisopher de Graffenried from Bern, Switzerland. Now 300 years old
it is the oldest Swiss settlement in today's United States of America. For
the occasion, an exhibition was prepared and was shown from December 4, 2009, to May 16, 2010, at the Historical Museum of Bern, Switzerland. I hope you all have carefully read the SAHS's Review special
issue of November 2009 devoted entirely to the founding of New Bern.
As you know, a major part of it was written by Professor Leo Schelbert;
as usual he did a wonderful job. Part of this exhibition was moved later
to New Bern and opened at the North Carolina History Center-part of
the Tryon Palace complex - on September 17. It will be run there until
September 2011.
Should anyone have questions, please do not hesitate to ask me.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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10. Proposed Budget for 2010-2011
by Heinz B. Bachmann, President

Income
301
Annual Dues: US
301
Switzerland
302
Donations
Annual Meeting Fees
303
304
Book Sales
306
Vanguard Capital Appreciation
Life Membership Paid
307
309
Interest Income
Total Income
Expenses
401
Annual Meeting
402
Donations / Grants
403
Postage, Stationary & Admin.
404
Publication, Review
New Bern Booklet
404
Publication, books
405
Legal & Professional Services
407
Other Expenses
Total Expenses
Net Result

$7,500
2,500
2,000
600
500 (100 X $5.00)
3,000 (6.7%)
500
100
$16,700

$

800
1,000
500
5,400
500
4,500
500

3,000
$16,200

+

500

Additional Notes:
Donations/Grants (402)
Paroz Award to Ms. Krista Landert
Publication, books (404)
Maralyn Wellauer Swiss in Great Milwaukee
Legal/Professional Services (405) including membership drive; advertisements
Other Expenses (407)
300 Year Celebrations New Bern
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11. New Business

As mentioned briefly under agenda item "Elections," by this time next
year Fred Jenny's term as Vice President Switzerland will end. According to the Society's By-Laws, he cannot be re-elected, having served six
years. Having worked closely with Fred over the last years and knowing
the Swiss branch of our Society fairly well, both Leo and I are becoming
increasingly concerned about this situation. The fact that Fred has been
an outstanding VP who has successfully revitalized an almost moribund
part of our Society has little to do with it. In our Society having been an
outstanding VP has never been a reason to propose she or he should be
re-elected to a third term. The problem is that in our judgment it would
be very difficult to find a good successor willing to serve among this
rather small group of little over 30 individual members, many of them
elderly; and past experience has not been good.
What can we do? Clearly, the best way is to amend the By-Laws by
treating the VP Switzerland or, even better, both VPs like all the other
officers except the President, viz. maintaining the two-term limit only
for the latter. The necessary procedure might be somewhat cumbersome.
The other possibility would be to just "ignore" Art. VI Sec.l of the ByLaws and re-elect Fred anyway next October. However, this would be
illegal and could create all kinds of problems. It is not recommended.
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12. Next Annual Meeting / Adjournment
The next Annual Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 8, 2011, at
Philadelphia.
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13. Post Script
Since the above report was completed, the SAHS Symposium in New
Bern mentioned was held on Dec. 11. While participation might not
have been quite as large as hoped for, it was successful. About 25 persons joined the very pleasant and intimate dinner on the eve of the meeting; nearly twice as many joined the Symposium the following day. In
addition to well-known SAHS members, there were a number of new
faces, quite a few from the town of New Bern itself where some attractive posters had been displayed, as well as a lively group from the
Purysburg Foundation led by Claudette Holliday. At least three new
members signed up on the spot.
After a short introduction, Heinz Bachmann outlined briefly the goals
and activities of SAHS. Thereafter, Leo Schelbert presented a passionate picture of the political, historical and social context within which the
events of 1710-1713 played out, focusing in particular on the concerns
and reactions of the Indian nations living in the area selected by the
proprietors in London for the Swiss and Palatine settlement organized
by Christoph von Graffenried (Tuscarora War). In the afternoon, Wilda
Thomas, Associate Director of the de Graffenried Association, representing her sick mother genealogist and Director Betty Wood Thomas,
presented an overview of how the de Graffenried family in North America managed after Baron Christoph had returned to Switzerland leaving
behind his son Christoph Jr. Obviously, it managed quite well.
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